Role of the kidney in the inactivation rate constant of urokinase activity.
The role of the kidney in the inactivation rate constant of UK activity (ke) was examined experimentally. The results obtained were as follows. There was a remarkable divergence in FA between the abdominal aorta and renal vein. When the bilateral renal arteries and veins were ligated, ke was 0.38, in contrast to 0.79 in the normal state. When UK was infused into rabbits with ligated renal vessels, the FA lasted for an increased period after the termination of UK infusion. These findings suggest that the kidney functions as an inactivator of UK.